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This declared favour to persons of that religion gave great disgust in that kingdom.
March 1. The two aldermen (of York) were brought to the King by my Lord Preston. They endeavoured to excuse themselves and the rest of the magistrates as to the blame laid upon them for the late riot. The King replied that their town lay under an ill repute; that they had not behaved themselves well to suffer such a disorder; that as he would not have his soldiers misbehave themselves, so he would not have them abused; that he expected more respect should be paid to his officers and garrison, and that they that were magistrates should perform their parts. His Majesty gave order, however, that the rioters should be prosecuted at the assizes.
The brief for a collection in all parishes of England for some thousands of French Protestant's that had refuged themselves here from the barbarous prosecution against them at home, after a long stop did pass the Great Seal at last.
Though it could not be said that there was as yet any remarkable invasion upon the rights of the Church of England, yet the King gave all the encouragement lie could to the increase of his own, by putting more; papists into office, but especially in Ireland ; by causing or allowing popish books to bo printed and sold and cried publicly ; by publishing some popish papers found in the late King's closet, and the declaration of his dying a papist and the manner of it; with that of the conversion of the- late Duchess of York, and her reasons for it, written by herself; by a letter or order to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to direct the ministers of his diocese to preach a good life, but not to meddle with controversies in their sermons; by sending my Lord Oastlcmaine upon a solemn embassy to the Pope, and many other such things; which made all men expect that more would follow of a greater concern.